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HAXRY JOHNSTON
147TH DiSTRICT, FLORIDA

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS

COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND
INSULAR AFFAIRS

Congress of the Hnited States
Bouse of Representatives
@Washington, BE 20515

February 22, 1993

Ms. Linda Townsend Solheim
Director

Legislative Affairs

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 808
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Solheim: ~

IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO
DOCUMENT NUMBER: 14459df

P

CHIEF OF STAFF
SUZANNE STOLL
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

/DIANE BIRNBAUM

The attached letter was recently received in my office and is

forwarded to you for your consideration.

I would appreciate your assistance in this matter, and I
welcome any comments you might be able to provide that would help

me in farmrlatina a.rasnanea _ta wy canstityent’/e Jdogni

Thank you in advance for your attentjon to my request.

With warm regards,

HJ:df
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WASHINGTON OFFICE:
1028 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WasHINGTON, DC 20515
(202) 225-3001
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. 1601 CORPORATE DRIVE, SUITE 250
BovNTON BEACH, FLORIDA 33426
PaLm Beacu CounTty (407) 732-4000
BrowaRD COUNTY (305) 428-4888
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‘ The Honorabie Harry Johnston \'f\

204 Cannon Office Building Q’%

Washington, DC 20515 ?

1/28/93
Dear Mr. Johnston,

| am retired, active in local government and Past President of the Condor’s Radio Control
Flying Club of Coral Springs, a 430 member group, and operate radio controlled aircraft
of advanced design four days per week.

| am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under considerationby the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. |If
adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequenciescurrently assignhed
for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling
model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. We share this band with
private land motile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this
band are far enough ap. rt from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the bad with either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to createmore land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will
move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. | am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio
control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

I have seven transmitter/receiver systems within the 50 frequencies, eight aircraft
ranging from medium size toone aircraft model having a 8.5 foot wing, weighing 38 pounds.
At our airfield, we have planes with 10 foot wings, weighing 40 tbs and fighter jet modeis
that can fly at speeds close to 200 miles per hour. Our ciub has flight demonstrations,
shows and contests, open to the public that often enjoy up to 3000 spectators. Clubs in
West Palm Beach and Broward county have the same concerns.

When we fiy our model airplanes, we go to great iengths to assure the safety of the
operatorsand bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions
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of usable frequenciesis diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will
become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased. We greatly fear
poorly maintained mobile frequencies that are close to or, through harmonics, cause radio
interference. ' . .

| request that you supportour resistanceto the FCC’s proposed new rules. While the FCC
may not consider our group as important as business users of radio, we have hundreds of
thousands of members, most like myself have invested many thousands in our hobby which
we hate to see in risk.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my active pastime by not allowing the FCC
to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

oot oo

Dr. Robert B. J
10305 N.W, 40th Court
Coral Springs, FL 33065



